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THE NEWS THIS MORNING.

FOREIGN —Chiefs of the delegates to the
Peace Conference it The Hague met and agreed
on the appontment of three commitiees.
Envoys from Agulnaldo were arrested by Gen-
eral Luna, though it {a generaily considered that
the end of the war |s near Cubans ex-
ressed much Indignation over the report that
retary Alger disapproved of General Brooke's
plan for storing surrendered arme The
Czar has taken steps to end the transportation
of convicte to Siberia. HRiots took place in
Paris and Alglers, following the acquittal of
Max Regis. a leader of attacks on the Jews.

DOMESTIC,—President McKinley ptarted from
$iot Bprings on his return to Washington.
Becretary Alger denied the report that General
PBrooke's arrangementa for disarming the Cuban [
troops had been disapproved. ==— The mem- |
bers of the Commission to inspect lsthmian |
canal routes will soon be appointed by the Presi-
dent. The reconvening of the Angle-
American Joint High Commission ls sald 1n]
Washington to depend on the disposition made
of the Alaskan houndary question, —— Charles
R Buckalew, formerly United States Benator
from Pennsylvania, died at Bloomsburg, In that |
State, At the Presbyterian General As- |
gembly the subject of Sunday observance Wns
warmly debated and strong resolutions were
adopted. - Mayor Harrison sald he did not |
went to run for President mext year, as Mc- |
Kinley wonld In all probability he re-elected, |

CITY.—Stocks were dull and lower, Taa- l
timony was given bLefore the Mazet committes |
regarding a Harlem undertaker's monopoly of
burinis from the Harlem Hospital due to Tam-
many favor; Mr. Mogs examinad Judge Mc-
Carthy, of the City Court, on Tammany &ssess-
ments of judicial candifates. = The Police
Commissioners called together the commanders |
and told them they must close poolrooms and |
other gamhbling places. ——— Governor Roose- |
velt had a conference with Republican organi- |
gation leaders, but no agreement as to the Ford |
Franchise Tax bill amendments was reached.
Governor Roosevelt and others speke at
the opening of the new home of the City Club,
at No. 19 West Thirty-fourth-st. —=— Mayor
Van Wyck. talking to a delegation that called
on him, said he expected the rapid transtt tun-
nel to be begun before by went out of office.
=== Work was continued on the French Line
steamer La Hretagne, which was rammed on
Thursday by the North German Lloyd steamer
Barbaroesa, which had turned back from Quar-
antine, owing to a fire in her hotd

THE WEATHER.—Forecast for to-day: Falir
and warmer. The temperature vesterday: High-
eat, U0 degreen: lowest, 00, average, HT%.

ASSESSING FRANCHISES.

Governor Roosevelt is evidently consldering
proposed amendments to the Ford bill with
an open mind and a firm determinatien not to
be overreachad. Several drafts of measures
have been supposed more or less accurately
to embody his ldeas, but he declares that he (e
pot committed to any one of them. If the
eorporations think they would be more sure of
fair treatment from a central hoard of assess-
ment he 18 willing and apparently anxious
to accommodnte them. He Is giving careful
consideration to thelr clalms for deduction from
the tax of what they pay In the way of rental
charges for their franchises. He Is insistent
that franchises shall in any new bill be taxed
as real estate and that no tax on earniugs
ghall be substituted. Thus he exhibits a dis-
position of the greatest liberality and fairmess
combined with a sturdy defence of effective
franchise taxarion.

The Governor & entirely right in refusing to
abandon the principle of the Ford blIL Taxa-
tion of gross earnings would operate most un-
justly on the small corporatiens whose outlay
{s large in comparison 1o recelpts. Under such
a system the least valuable franchises—that Ia,
those bringing in the smallest business In pro-
portion to the cost of the operating plant—
might pay the highest tax. The reasonable
value of the franchise {& the thing to be taxed,
and it makes really little difference whether
that value once determined |a entered in the
real estate or the personalty column ef the
tax books. The tax rate for both is the same,
1t is sald to be a legal fiction te consider such
intangible property as real estate, but there are
good precedents for so considering it. Years age
Judge Belden declared of a franchise gramted
by the Common Council of this city: “It
“gmounted to an Immediate grant of an interest,
“gnd it would seem of a freehold, in the soll
“of the street to the defendant. The ralls,
“when laid, would become a part of the real es-
“tate, and the exclusive right to maintain them
w“perpetually is vested in the defendant :
“The title to the ralls when permanently at-
wtached to the land, and such right In the land
“gs may be requisite to thelr perpetual main-
sgenance are therefore granted.” The Court of
Appeals has again and again held that the fran-
chlse was Inseparable from the real estate,
that it could be bought and sold like real satate,
that as In the Broadway Surface Rallroad
case even when it was obtalned by fraud, and
the corporation charter was revoked, yet the
franchise itself was property which could not
be forfeited and was an asset of the receiver of
the dissolved corporation. To regard the value
of that “frecheld” In the street as subject to
taxation as real estate does no violence to com-
mon sense and works ne hardship on the
OWners,

‘They say it duplicates the taxee of some of
them beeause they pay the city for their rights,
and ask the Governor 10 have such pay-

| of anybody,

a deduction would simply be a gift to them of
their rents. Other property holders wonld like
to have thelr rentals deducted from thelr taxes.
It cannot be sald that the rentals paid the eity
fnelude 1o taxess When most of thexe rentals
were agreed upon there were no franchise (axes.
It a bargain was made swhile franchises
were yot taxed In fact but not in name, It was
the corporation that paid the tax in addition
to the rental. Tf the rental of a franchize I8
high ite value at a sale will be correspondingly
low because of that fixed charge. Under the
hill as it now stands honest assessors will
consider that rental charge as an element 0
determining the franchise value, a8 we have
previously pointed out, and there Is no reason
for taking it into account a second time by ab-
solute deduction of the rents from the taxes In
the ecrude fashien provided In one draft of a
suggested amendment, 1t all percentages pald
for franchises are to be dedueted from franchise
taxes, & corporation might become & public crad-

ftor instead of a contrihutor 1o puhlic revenues.
Some are practieally

owner s making no money. In that case he
might be assessed at nothing and have his
rent deducted from nothing. Two franchises
of identical character will differ in value ac-
cording to the fixed charges upon them, and If
any enrporations are already heavily burdened
by payments to the publie treasury, as those in
Buffalo are said to be, then their franchise
areosament must be eorrespondingly light. A
rebate or deductlon from any just and intelil-

| gent assessment would be a favor not accorded

to other property.

The plan of State assessment iz certainly
not logical, but has reasons of expedicnce in
fts tavor. A Stnte board In most cases cannot
have the knowledge of & loeal bouard There
1= fear of oppression by local ASseSSOTA. Our
present State assessors are above susplelon.
Yot if we were to disregard thelr high characier
and look at the general question we should say
there was more danger in comcentration than
in diffusion of the taxing authority. A central
hody o disposed could wileld a tremendous
politieal power over eorporations. Moreover,
the conrts are alwaye open to the over-assessed.
The law hooks are full of cases where Assess-
ments have heen set aside as excesglve. The
duty of the assessor, local or State, would be to
assess property up to Its falr value. If he does,
the property-owner has no reason to complain,
and i he does more, the property-owner has &
gure remedy in the courts; and it s & good
thing to have great corporations who have the
means and the disposition to fight unjust taxa-
tion nssessed by the same men who Assess
individuals, for then Iif these officers abuse
their power they are likely to be called to
aceount.

On the other hand, It 18 to be admitted that
in dealing with corporatiors dishonest local
asspssmant might be practieally more harmful
than the same dishonesty in dealing with the
petty accounts of individuals. Under-nsseras-
ment i& as powerful an engine of corruption as
over-assessment, and more dificult to prevent
if schemes of favoritism or blackmail are at-
tempted, ‘Then, toe, the guestion of franchlses
from different municipalitles making up a
single property is one difficult of adfustment by
local assessors Considerations of this sort may
fairly Justify the centralization of assessment.
even though It s net logienl. The tax ltsell
will not be !mpaired by the method of assess-
ment, and if anything can be galned, either
in soothing the feelings or disarming the fears
by the change, there s no reason to
ahject tn it serlously. But whoever levies the
tax, 1t should be levied, as the Gevernor says
on a direct assesament of franchises themselves,
and that tax should not be negatived by deduc-
tions of other pretended tax paymenis which
@re not tax payments at all.

PEACE AND POLITIOS.

Finland and Armenia are raising an Interest-
ing question at The Tiagne. The Perace Con-
gress is primarfly an international affalr. War
and peaca are International jssues. Discugsion
of them belongs to the domain of diplemacy,
not of domestie politics, The questlon of re-
duction of armaments applles exclusively to
grmies and navies Intended for possible opera-
tion against forelgn antagonists, whether In at-
tack or in defence. There is no thenght of
dictating to any nation the size of ita purely
domestie pollce force. That Is recognized to be
a matter which is the nation’s own private
businese, and no one’s else. Yet, as we have
gaid, the question of domestle politics and po-
lice {& being Introduced at the Congress. What
attention will he pald to It 1s yet to be seen.
TU'nder the strict letter of the Ozar's call for the
Congress, it may he shelved and practically
ignored. Nor wonld guch a dlsposition of it be
illogical or indefensible. At the same time &0
nineh popular interest has been areused In the
matter that there has unquestionably arisen
also some expectatfon that the Congress will
taka some formal actlon upon It

It will be geperally conceded, in this coun-
try and in others having free constitutional
governments, that Pinland Is at present suffer-
ing a great hardship. The constiintional guar-
anteea of mearly a century have been arbl-
trarly swept away. The promises of all her
povereigms gince the unlen with Rusela have
hesn repudiated.  Freedom of speach and press
and worship has been abolished. Antenomy
has been abellshed. Instead of being a self-
governimg Grand-duchy, Finiand has heen
made & province of Ruesia.  Beyond donbt the
American publle sympathizes with the Finns
fn this dleaster which has befallen them. HBe
yend doubt, also, there s widespread sym-
pathy with the Armenians, who are still heing
misgoverned and harried by Turks and Kurds.
Wa should like to see the Armenians in the
enfjoyment of full eivil and religlous lherty.
We should like to see the Finns endowed In-
allenably with all their old-time freedom. Rut
some delleate fssues will be Involved In trying
to secure such ends threugh this Peace Con-
ETO&R,

Russia might well ohject to the ralsing of the
Finnish question as a bit of meddling with
her Aomestic cencerns or with the domestic
concerns of the Czar. Turkey, In llke fashlon
and on llke grounds, might object to any dis.
cussion of the Armenian gnestion. If the Con-
gress takes them up, It will be dealing not with
{nternational issues of peace and war, hut with
matters of demestic polities and poliee ad-
ministration. Moreover, If it takes up Finland,
can It refuse to take up Poland? What will
it say it Feance asks it to conslder the question
of the restoration of Alsace-Lorraine? Then
there I& the kingship of Hanover; there I8 the
Schleswig-Holsteln dispute; thers are the clajims
of Don Carlos to the erown of Bpain; there is the
Papacy's perennial demand for the restoration
of Its temporal soverelgnty over the States of
the Church, There are almost Innumerable
ether questions of llke character, which would
threaten the Congress n a fleod If once the
door were opened to them by the admlssion of
a single one of their number.

It would, no doubt, be within the power of
the Congrees to consider the extent to which
one natlon, or A combination of nations, may
preperly intervene In the domestic affalra of
another, Such Intervention I8 no uneommon
thing, and it might be well to have some Inter-
national rules lald down for the exercise of It,
%0 far as It s possible to Jay them down with
any prospect of effectiveness, But it will not
escape the attention of the advocales of peace

that such intervention almest invariably and
necessarlly makes for war. We have just had
proof of that In the case of our own inter-
vention in the affalra of Spain. Beyond donbt
the United States was morally and legally
justifierd In its Intervention. But beyond donbt,
also, that Intervention provoked war; it had to
be effected In a milltant manner; and [t neces- |
sitated n great Increase in this Natlon's arma- !
ments, So If the Buropean Powers were to In-
tervene In Armenla, as some of the most ardent
advoeates of universal peace have heen demand-
Ing they should do, they would have to make
use of the very armaments which these same
advocates want them to abollsh. If the arma- |
ments of natlons, be restricted to the needs of
domestie poliee serviee, Intervention s maide
impossihle, and any tyrannically disposed gov-
ernment may oppress and massacre Its subhjects
with Impunity. Assuredly, 1t Is a vexations
factor which Is seeking incorporation In the
great problem at The hage.

THE MAYOR FOR RAPID TRANKIT.

Something has been galned hy the Mayor's
pasitive and rather unexpected declaration to
a delegation of cltizeng who called upon bim
yesterday that mndergronnd  roads will  cer-
tainly be built by the city, and that the work
will be begun before he goes out of office,
The city 1s not yet In a position, he sald, to
start the undertaking, but it will he 86 soon
a8 the constitutional amendment separating the
eity and county debts hus heen ratifled by the
people, They will vote on that proposition next
Novembor, and it s virtually certain that they
will approve it, so that, taken at Its face value,
the Mayor's statement means that all the
obstacles which have obstructed the Rapid
Translt scheme so long, and of which the hos-
tiiity of Tammany has been the most for-
midable, will all be out of the way by the end
of the year. Whether or not 1t is really safe
to canclude that the municipal administration
will hereafter co-operate with the existing
HRapid Transit Commission remalns to be seen.
Doubtless Tammany hopes to control the next
Leglslature, and would rejolce to be able to turn
out the present commissioners and replace them
with men of 1ts own choosing; but happlly there
s not mueh danger of such a calamity, espe-
clally #inoce the Governor, even if a scheme of
that sort should get through the Legislature,
woild have the lest word en the subject.

It Is possible also that when the Mayor as-
sures his visitors that undergronnd roads will
be In process of construction before the end of
his term he is assuming that the East River
Tunnel bill can be utilized for the purpose by
the elty government in entire Independence of
the Rapld Transit Commisslon, [If that Is
the Tammany expectation we Aare strongly
inelined to think it will be rudely disappointed.
At all events there is no immediate canse for
anxlety on that account. The fact of present
interest and Importance 1s that the Mayor has
publicly adopted the view that the elty will
soon be financially able to undertake the work,
that it onght to do se, and, in his opluion, will
do ko In the near future,

TAE NEW POSSEBRSIONS.

It was searcely midnight here and May 17
bad not begun when the dispateh from Manila,
half-way round the world, dated ahout noon of
May 17, told of the taking of another rehel eap-
ttal that morning. We get the news from that
part of our country before it occurs, not only
the falsehoods of Americans who are opposed to
their flag and of thelr leaders, the Fllipino
Junte, e sings of actual events which bent
the sun in his westward march. Genernl Law-
ton at 8an Isidro, whenee Aguinaldo started In
n wagon three days earlier “to avoid the Amer-
feans,” pushes the rehelllon off toward the
mountains, where an organized foree cannot
long be maintalned, Landing of American forces
on Mindanan, the second island of the Philip-
pines in slze, marks progress far to the south-
warid,

General Wood, whose reputation as a military
commander of rare wisdom is established, re-
turns from a tour through the province of Ran-
tiago and reports the country qulet, Indus-
tries everywhers resuming, brigandage searcely
known anywhere except In storfes of Cuban
politiclans, and the people anxious enly for
greater security that their present well-belng
will contiuue. He does not say so, hut every-
body can read between the lines that the fnhnb-
ftanta who do business, have estates or are en-
gaged In productive work prefer the certain
gafety which American government glves to the
meteoric and explosive possibilities of govern-
ment by Cuban politiclans. Men whose furious-
1y selfish ambition sets them quarrelling among
themselves every time they meet to do anything
for their ecountry have advertlsed that they
would be poor guldes for a young nation, sven
If they had not vindictive memories to inflame
them and hunger to despoil the Bpaniards, Sub-
stantlal Cubans who desire order and peare
can foresee g5 well as the 8panfards the acts of
oppression, the outhreaks of violemce and the
warfare of facttens which Cuban governmant
waonld involve under conditions now exlsting or
likely to exist In the near future. It will mot be
possible to refuse to the people the protection of
just and Impartial laws and a strong govern-
ment If they ask i, and every hour of restiess
and childish wrangling amopg would-be leaders
of the Cubans renders it more probahle that a
majority of the people will ask such gevern-
ment and o other.

Some good men, who have learned hy per-
gonal Intercourse with the people what condl-
tions really are in Cuba, confess that they de
pot believe a stable and just self-gnvernment
can be established there st present, but reason
that the United States is bound first to give the
{nhabitants a trial. [t has no right, they argue,
to force upon the people & government by the
United States without their desire. Certainly
not, and neither has 1t a right to force upon
them goverunment by Cuban factions withont
thelr desire. It has no right to deny them pro-
tection If they ask it, nor the just and stable
government which cannot at present be ex-
pected except under United States authority.
It will not discharge Its own dutles unless It
seelks to know the will of the people of Cuba
biofore declding upon any change. If it gives
them opportunity to declare freely whether
they prefer Amerlean government or {ndepen-
denee and such government as they are pre-
pared 1o esiablish and support the United
Btates oan judge of their readiness for free In-
stitutions hy the way they meet that test, but
would have no right whatever to cast off its re-
sponsibilities at a time when the peopie of Cuba
are not ready to assume them,

With regard to all these new possessions, the
responsibilities and powers of the President as
wllitary commander eannot be terminated until
a solutlon can be reached which he ean In good
consclence accept as giving promise of a just
and stable government by the people. Congress
could not consent, and he could not consent If |
Congresa were willlng, to turn over responsibil- '
ity and power In the PLilippines to a savage
and despotic secret league embracing only a |
part of a single race of the Phillppine luh'ahi-
tnts,  Nelther conld Congress nor the Presi-
dent consent to turn over respensibility and
power (o a faction of ambitious politlclans o l
Cuba who may secure the support of & majority
of the so-called soldlers, ar the most not a lam.h
of the adult male inhabitants of the tsland. The
country will demand that there shall be some
evidence what the people actually desire In each

and all of thase new possesslons before any step
i taken which may tend to place despotle
power In the hands of u Philippine or Cuban
lender. But It seems likely to be some time be-
fore the real people of the new dependenclies
declde for any other than Amerlean government.

THE PRINCE AND THE ALERICA'S CUP.

It is anuounced that the Prince of Wales and
Iis brother, the Duke of Saxe-Coburg and
sotha, will have a private view of the Sham-
rock before she Iz launched, and It is also
remarked that Sir Thomas Lipton has been
the guest of the Prince at Sandringham this
week, There can therefore be no further doubt
that the Prince Is interested In Sir Thomas's
venture in the sportsman’s world, and Intends
to show every one that lie personally accepts
Rir Thomas as a representative yachtsman and
ge one entitled to uphold the yachting prestige
of England.

These facts menn a good deal for the yachts-
men of Ameriea. The Prince of Wales has for
many years been accepted as the leading yachis-
man of England, not only becanse of s social
rank, bui because be is a skilled hand on a
boat, and alwayvs works on board In a way that
ealls forth friendly feelings In every practleal
yachtsman who sees him. He not only leads
tn the most aristoeratic club, but also In the
Yacht Raclng Association, which gathers in
the amatenrs of the United Kingdom. His an-
notneed friendliness with Sir Thomas Lipton

18 therefore a mild rebuke to those who think

that Lord Dunraven's procedure, whether right
or wrong, shonld still recelve a patent approval.
On this point The Tribune has never sald that
Lord Dunraven was consclonsly Incorrect when
suggesting that the Defender was ballasted at
the wrong time. On the contrary, The Trib-
nne, on grounds of exceptional authority, came
to the concluslon that he was honestly mis-
taken. It Is evident that the Prinee of Wales
holds slmilar views, and, after enlmly survey-
fng the whole unfortunate affalr, Is eontent "o
let it go at that,” and thus make the best of
a Altuatlon in which some people will remain
unconvinesd forever.  Many bhave remarked
that the Prinece has not been unfriendly with
Lord Dunraven sinee 1803, showling that he
conslderad him to be within his technieal rights
in nsking for an Investigation; but while the
charge, no matter how honest, was certainly
unwise the Prince probably remembers that
the retallation was severe, and he s now do-
ing his best to smooth over a deplorable oceurs
rence and to reinstate conditions more favor-
able to good sport,

In repurchasing the Britannia for the purpose
of providing the Shamrock with a speed com-
panfon for the testing of her paces, the Prince
has dome something in a qulet way which as-
gists In every direction—not only In advancing
the Interests of the hest sport, but In re-
astablishing the interchange of goml feeling
hetween the sportsmen of hoth countries. The
purcha=e of the Britannia with the intentlons
InMleated in last Tuesday's Tribnne Is one of
the many acts by which the Prince of Wales
has shown that as a healer of old troubles he
hns no rival, ¢

Tt is now In evidence that Tammany plunders
the grave, and no doubt the eradle as an b
jeot of oxtortion will soon be added to the
record,

—_———

Tre Barbarnssa's passengers are presumahly
conenled in large measure for the annoyances
to which they have been subjected by thinking
of what would have happened if the fire had
cscaped detectlon s day or two longer.

-—

It Is pleasing to hear that the Nicaragua Canal
Commission is agreed upon the practicabllity of
econstructing the canal at a cost somewhat less
than that reckoned In many former estimates,
Highly gratifying te It, algo, to have the Com-
missloners favor a canal of ample dimenslons
for the safe and speedy passage of the largest
ocean ateamers and warships, and of the moat
substantial construction, Now let us have the
canal, at the earllest possible moment, with the
Gtars and Stripes flying at each end of it and
all along the way.

e iy

("hief Devery's latest instructlons to his subor-
dinates indicate that he Is not quite S0 easy
in his mind as he would faln sppear to be.

It 18 a pleasire to observe Mr, Quigg's frank
acknowledgment that he has learned a good
deal Auring the last two vears. We hope it will
be proved during the next few months that ha
bhas learned all that the president of the Repub-

llean County Committee needs to know.
b

And new they hava dlscovered miernhes in
whiskey! No wonder “Jack” Chinn has signed
a troaty of peace with his recent foes and
hastened back to Kentucky to look after things.
He '& sorely needed, If there 18 anything more
than purest corn-juice in the glass that both
cheers and inebriates.

PERSONAL.

G. L. Watson, of Glasgow, the designer of the
Sritannia, Valkyrie and other famous ynchts, re-
fuses to have anything to do with a bout after it
ance lsaves his hands. He has never owned a
yacht, and so jealously does he guard his model-
rogm that no one has ever galned acceas therern
save Lord Dmunraven and Lord Lonsdale, who rep-
resented the CGerman Emperor in the building of
the Meataor,

Mrs. Mary P. Coats, of Philadelphia, celebrated
her 1024 birthday on Thursday. Her famlly was
represented in every war from that of the Ravolu-
tion to the Civil War, and It was n great sourca of
grief te her that her sons were too old to eniist in
the Bpanish war.

Admiral Behley Hkes to tell how he wns once
an amateur aeronaut. A= a hoy he visited a Mary-
land County falr, mscended in a balloon, which
rose aighty feet in the alr, was wrecked and let
tta occupanta fall fnte an apple tree. All were more
or lenn hurt, Schlay e=caplng with a few contuslons.

The Danlsh Government has given 4000 crowns to
the matenmlagist, Adam Poulsen. who has made a
specin) study of the Northern Lights. Paulsen in-
tendn to leave Copsnhagen on July 8 for the north

ecoast of Icaland. where he will erect an observa-
tory for the study of auroral displays. He In-
tends to remain till June 3, 1900,

Willlam Archer writes to London snying that the
hospitality of Americans o overwhelming “In
Washingten T made ths acquaintuncs of n gentle-
man who invited ma te luncheon at the leading
dfplomatic and social cluh, T had no elnim upon
him of any sort, bevonid ths most easual Introduc-
tion. He regaled me with littie Neck clams. terra-
pin and all the delicacies of the season, and invited
to maet me half a dozen of the most [nterssting
men In the city, ail of them sirangers to me until
that moment, 1 found myself seated next an eox-
ceedingly amlable man, whose name 1 had not
caught when we were Introduced. Onea of the first
things he asked me was—not “What did 1 think of
America™ no one aver asked me that—but
‘Where was 1 golng next? To Boston. ‘Where
war | going to put up? [ thought of golng to the
T— Hotel. ‘Much better go to tha U— Club,'
he replisd; ‘T've no doubt they will be able to glve
you a room, As snon as luncheon s over I shall
telegraph to the club and make sure that every-
thing Is ready for you.' 1, of course, thanked him

warmly., ‘Bul what credentlals shall 1 present”
1 asked, ‘You don't require any-—just present your
card. 1 shall have made 1t all right for you," This

was & man whom | met ten minutes befors, whose
namea 1 did not know, and to whom I had been In-
et 1y & s i T barel Rt A T
wis as good as his word. Arriving In Hoston at a
somewhat unearthly hour & the morning, 1 found
my reom allotted me, and the club servants ready
to recelve me with every attention. [ felt liks the
Prince In the falry tale, anly that I had dons noth-
ing whitsver to oblige the goad fulry."

Worcester, Mass,, May 10.—"The Spy’" says that
Norman B, Ream, the Chicago financler and rall-
road magnate, has purchased one hundred acres
of land in Thompson, Conn. He will expend §700,«

000 on a large country house and improvements te
the property. "

THE TALK OF THE DAT.

The tles on the Santa Fe track In Callfornia are
“piekled” In a solution of chloride of salts of zine.
There are thres or four big “plckling’ eatablish-
ments at Intervals along the road between Albu-
querque and Los Apgeles. The process makes n
pine tle Immortal, In this dry atmosphers it lants
forever. The Santa Fe tracks through the deserts
are sprinkled with ofl to keep down the dust, The
oll Is renawed once In three years. It costs 330 a
mile, and It Is worth many times the money to the
Passengers.

A Frank Explanation.—First Citizen—Sir, vour
watch chaln hangs loosely from the buttonhole.
When did you Inst see your watch?

Second Cltizen—As 1 turned away from the pawn-
hroker's counter.—(Jewelers’ Weekly.

Some years ago Lieutenant Lansdale, who was
recently killed nt Bamon, visited Corea on one of
the Amerlean crulsers. He had a bleycle with him,
and when Chemulpo was reached went ashore for
a ride. It was the first bleyele the ignorant and
superatitious coolles had seen, and thay fled at the
first sight of the atrangs man gllding along on ft.
The King heard of the wonderful machine and
Lansdale recelvad a polite summons to come to
Sroul and hring his wheel, He did so, and taught
the King to ride. The latter at once orderad a royal
collectian of wheels, and he and Lansdale tonk
many rides together. They grew to he excellent
friends, and the young officer wns always n wel-
eome guest at the Court. The friendship endured to
the end of the life of the oMrer.

A Falr Jury.—In a sult hetween father and =on
hefore a Hoosier Justiea of the Peace, the sextat
comprising the jury eame In after three hours' de-
Uberation, with the following Impartinl verdiet:
“We the jury agree to find judgment for nelther
platntiff nor defendant, and find that each pay half
the costs ™ [t [ sald the verdict struck every omne
as belng so unusually falr that even the parties to
the action wers satisfled.~(Casa and Comment

“The Philadelphin Record” says: "In maving tha
0,000,000 In sliver dollars from the Mint and the
PostoMee viults to the new Mint, Superintendent
H. K. Boyer has just made the discovery that
$2.000,000 of the silver cart wheels are unfit for elr-
culation. They are rusty and mouldy, having baen
wet by water which percolated through the vaults
of the Mint years ago, and caused the bags in
which they were stowed to rot, This might seem
A serlous matter If it were not for the fact that the
Aolinrs are not really Intended for elreulation. They
are simply held to glve valus and security to the
sllver eertificates Insued agalnst them, and for this
reason they will not be cleaned, not being neadad
for clreulation: but will he allowed to continue to
rust and grow tarnished in the splendid blg vaults
of the new Mint.”

The attorney for the plaintif in an action for
killlng a dog sald: “Gentlemen of the jury., he was
a good Aog, a fine-appearing dog, A valuahla dogm,
and it does not lle in the mouth of the defendant
to say he was n worthlesa cur, heenuse 1t I8 In evi-
dence hefore you that on one occaslon he offered
& for one of his pups.”—(Case and Comment.

George Wilder, of Madison, Wis,, who Is pursulng
some speclal Hnes of study in Zurtch, Switzeriand,
is highly Ineensed over the treatment he recelved at
the hands of the local Health Department recantly.
A son having been born to him. he notified the
proper department, as \s compulsory, and demand-
o the certificnte which, according to law, he must
have. Reing & patrlatie American, ha desired his
aon's nama to he George Dewey Wilder, but here
he reckoned without his host, for the official In-
tormed him that Inasmuch as Dewey Was not a
name In any of the four IAngunges spoken in this
country—German, French, Ttalian and Romanlsh-—
the name could mot he accepted. After an hour's
parleying. the officials agreed, however, to name the
young American George — Wiider.

Belated Conslderation.—Mrs Rich—Mr. Gotrocks
must have heen very fond of his wife. Ha's had her
pleture framed in fing gold

Mrs, Wise—1; would have been more eonslderata
to have surrounded her with fine silver while she
was alive.—{Jewelers’ Weekly.

“The London Star” says: *We are requested by
the Editor of ‘The Contemporary Review’ to state
on his behalf that the article entitled ‘Liberal
Cathollelsm,’ by 'Homanus,' which appeared In the
December number of “The Contemporary’ of 1897,
was neither written nor inspired by an American
hishop, It appears that & prelata of American
natlonallty has been puspected for some time past
by the Roman Curfa of having directly or indirect-
Iy contributed to the article. This 1 an error
which It would be necdless to notice it It were not
that the Bishop in question is being treated ap an
enemy within the walls."

It 1= a Bath physician whe tells the follnwing:

“Gome time ngo | nappened to spend the night in
a country town not far {rom Bath, and It happened
that thers waa stopping at the same hotel an itin-
erint oye spacinlist.

‘We drifted Into & conpversation, and durin the
a0 of the evening he told me of some o the
crvellous operntions he had performed on the eye,
COpe ense in particular he gpoke of thint eaused me
considerable astonlshment, for I Aldn't know. i
confess, that the operation hnd heen successfully
performed. He anid e had recently taken out o
patient's eye, scraped the hack of it and retiurned
It tn ita proper place. The patient, he sald, was
never troubled by bad eyesight afterwnrd,

w oPhat wae a diffleult operation, doetor,’ sald 1.

“oyeg,’ gald he, ‘it was’

“ ol guppose you found It necessary to employ nn
anmathetle.

“eyes, Al he admitted

“ What anmsthetle did you nse, AactorT 1 per-

sind.
']"l'f vh, well, unless you are familine with such oper-
atlong voit probably woulin’t underatand 1f T wers
to tell vou. But—well, 11 was shnped something
ke a spoon,’ explained the eminent specinlist.”—
(Lewiston Journal

*he Plttshurg Chronicle’ tells ot a woman who
dearly lovea to use hig words, and sha doea not
alwave use them ecarrectly.

The other day a nelghbor complained of inces-
sant paln in her back, whersupon the umar of hig
words sald:

“1 would consult Dr. Pellets for pains in the
back, Ha's the finest bacteriologist that 1 know of."”

Her Accomplishments —'"Has your daughter really
learned anvthing at the cooking school ™

“1 don't know. The things she says she Knows
how to cook are so sxpensive that we can’t am
to try them,”—(Chicago News.

THE PEACE CONFERENCE.

WHAT MAY BE ACCOMPLIEHEIL

From The New-York Times.

The mitlgation of the crueltles of war is pretty
sure to be advanesd, becausa it will arouse Ittle
i‘eaununy, On the exemption of marine commerce
rom interruption thersa will be mors difMeulty In
reaching an understanding, but {t will ba by no
means impracticable. But the subject as to which
the result of the conference (g likely to have the
most value Is arbitration. Not that a formal con-
ventlon 1s apt to follow, but because public apinilon,
the International consclence, It we mMAy #0 term It,
will find expression, and ite influence will he felt.

THE RIGNIFICANCE OF THE GATHERING.

From The Philadelphin Times,

A# the conterence has no real powers and at the
most ean only adopt good reaolutions, the precise
form the resolutions may take is probubly not of

rent importance. Its main significance {s In the
act that such & conference should he held at all,
and {n that fact there s not a Hitle encourage-
ment for those who belleve that the world does
move and In the direction of a hetter clvilization.

NOT WITHOUT FRUIT.

From The Providence Jourral.

There are some reforms of real practical valus
to which the nattons might, and probably would,
agree, \f this conference should strongly recom-
mend thelr adoption, prominent among them belng
the equitable ‘pr-.revllﬂn of private property in
time of war t this should be the only palpable
result of the interesting discuasaions that are to be
earried on at The Haigue durinr the next few
weeks, the gathering could not be sald to have
been entirely fruftless,

DISARMAMENT IMPRACTICABLE.

From The 8t. Louls Globe-Demaocrat.

The questlon of partial dlsarmament comes up
at n time when armament prevalls on n greater
moale than ever, Hehind this development 1s deep-
sented distrust among the natlons ey would be
suspletous of rules of disarmament and ready to
charge inequalities in their application.
country must face |ts own emergencies and thelr
gravity, of course, would vary according to eclr-
cumstances,

THE COURT OF ARBITRATION.

From The Pittaburg Commercial Oasette,

The decisions of an International court of arbl-
tration would not need to be binding and final in
order to be of sreat benefit to humanity. The
eountry that prosented it cass to this tribunal
hefors ongaging Iin war with another nation and
tound its position met with dlaapproval of that
tribunal would assuredly be slower tn resort to
war than if the view taken wers more in its favor.

THE DFEBT TERROR.

From The Boston Globe.

If war is a terror at which the world
shudder, debt terror Is still more hldooub: I:u"t‘g
eyes of Furopean Powers, On the Issue of hu-
manity It s to ba feared that war might be suf-

- to continue many years longer,
ground of the mercl terrors hded-de ‘ltll::
Lerest. war 48 beco stmply.

FRENCH LITERARY HEROES.

ENTHUSIASM IN HONORING THE MEMO.
RIES OF RACINE, CORNEILLE
AND BALZAC.

NOTABLE FEATURES OF THE BALZAC Ctm
NARY-NEW PLAYE® AND OPERAS IN PARIS-
CHABRIER'S “BRISEIS"—CARRE AND
BILHAUD'S “MA BRU."

Paris, May 8.

Seldom has the desire to honor the memorieg
of great men been manifested throughout
France with such enthusinsm and gublic spirit
as characterize the celebrations for Racine, Cop.
nellle and Balzac. This retrospective hero-wop.
ship is largely attributed to the Dreyfus revela.
tions, which cause penple to turn with a sense
of rellef to more congenial personalities, and i¢
18, oddly enough, the very Deputies who have
taken the most active part In the varioug
phases of the Dreyfus affair who now propose
that the remains of Balzac, Edgar Quiney,
Michelet, Lamartine and Alfred de Musset shal]
be transferred to the Panthéon. Profiting by
the experience of thelr overzealous colloagueg
who moved that the remains of Turgot he
placed In the Panthéon—a proposition which
brought, forth a vigorous counter-petition from
Turgot's descendants, who stated that it was n
accordance with Turgnt's will that his hody
had heen burled in its present resting-place,
where his family now begged It might be al-
lowed to remain—the ("hamber has appointed g
committes to confer with the descendanta of all
the candidates for the honors of the Panthéon,
hefore taking further steps In the matter,

The Balgac Centennial, which hegan ast Sun.
day at Tours, where the author of the "Comédle
Humalne” was born on May 16, 1779, will ron.
tinue through the present month. The Soclalist
Muntcipal Councillors felt offended becauss the
clergy and landed gentry of Touraine had ane
ticipated them In their preparatione. The Mu.
nicipal Councillors were, moreover, Indignant he.
cause M, Brunsetibre had been Invited to delivep
an address on the occasfon, and they jumped
to the conclusion that the eminent academliecian
and member of the Ligue de la Patrie Fran.
calse would transform Balzac into a “clerica]
reactionist” and “antl-revisionist!” The Munio.
ipal Council consequently refused to vote the
maney for the opening Balzac fites, and decided
to bave a Balzac celebration of its own “after
the Royaliata and Clericals had finished " Thig
furnishes a striking example of the hatred and
bitterness that Frenchmen show toward one
another even when seeking to honor their own
Ereat men,

The address which M. Brunetidre deliversd on
Sunday ls considered by many the ablest and
clearest appreclation of Balzac that has beeg
made since Talne's remarkable essay, M,
Brunetiére, after drawilng a happy paraliel be-
tween Balzac and Walter Eeott, reminded his
hearers that Balzac's Influence on noveis could
be compared only to that exercised by Molldre
on the drama. Among those present at the Bal.
zar celebration Sunday was “Le Pire Tasse™ g
sturdy octogenarian tallor, who for many years
made Balgac's clothes, In the course of an In-
terview with M. Adnlphe Brisson, of the Parls
“PTemps,” ""Le Pire Tasse" sald:

“(ih, 1 remember M. de Balzac distinctly. He
used to write all the time. He was always kind
and affable, He used to wear the most extraof-
dinary trousers [ ever saw. He would insist
upon my making them of a pecullar nut-hrows
enlared cloth, with wide straps fastening be-
neath the shoes. From the knes down the
trousers were cut so as to fall in deep, volumi-
nous folds so as to keep the calves of his legs
warm while writing.” “Le Plre Tasse" [ives at
the hosnice of Tours, and he has a plentiful
atare of reminiscences of hia renowned cus-
tomer. The venerable tailor of Balzac la likely
ta he one of the great sights of Tours during the
coming travelling season.

On Sunday evening a representation of Bale
zac's “Mereadet” was given In the Tours Thea-
tre by the netors of the Comadie Francalse, and

| on Monday the literary and artistic visitors In

lach |

large breaks and motor carrlages, and on pe-
trolsum trieycles and bicycles, visited the places
in the Vallsy of the Indre wherein Balzac re-
sided from time to time, where he placed the
characters of “Lya dana la Vallée and where
Féllx de Vandenesse and Mme. de Mortsauf had
thelr quarrels and filrtations

The spring crop of new plays 1s unusually
abundant. No fawer than eleven new comedies,
vaudevilles, farces, balle’s and operas have been
brought out In the last tén days. “Bristis,” the
first act of an unfinished opera by the late Em-
manuel Chabrier, with libretto by Ephraim
Mikhael (also dead), and Catulle Mendds whieh
was produced at the Grand Opera House last
night, eontains some delclous musie. The or-
chestration is charming and brilllant It Is not
the Briséis of Achllles and Agamemnon, &8 one
might suppose, but another Bristis, who lved
at Corinth Auring the reign of the Emperor
Hadrian. Hylas, a young Corinthlan, who is be-
trothed to the blond Briséls, Is about to em~
bark for Syria to obtain the weaith which will
enable him to marry the object of his love,
Thanasto, Briséls's mother, who has heen =
cretly converted to Christianity, and who Is on
her deathhed, implores her daughter to renounce
paganism, and makes the conversion of Hylas
to Christianity the condition of the projected
marriage. To this Bristis consents. There 8 &
triumphal hymn to the glory of the Saviour and
a duo sung by Hylas and Briséls. This operatio
fragment here comes to an Abrupt ending,
which causes the most profound regret that
Chabrier could mot have lived to compiete the
work.  Catulle Mendds, the only one of the
three collaborators on “Briséls” pow allve, wae
present at the first performance last night, and
gald that he considered it a sacred duty to the
memory of Chabrier to produce the work %=

actly as the composer left it, without adding
a line or note It will be recollacted that
Lamoureux at his concerts two years ago gave
some selactions from the music of “Briséis®
which were recelved with unusual enthusiasm.

“Mi Bru® (*My Daughter-in-Law"), the 1=
markably clever comedy by Fabrice Carré and
Bilhaud, which was produced at the Odéon, I8
the lateat theatrical success of the season
s & comedy of manners., Mme, Leverdier, mare,
1s a tyrannical mother-in-law who, from her
apartments in a flat situated just above that of
her son and his wife, Mme. Leverdier, jeutié
exerciges a scrutinizing supervision of all
goes on below. There Ia & speaking-tube con
necting the two apartments. At a dinner party
in the elder lady's dining-room, both ladles, bY
a dressmakers hlunder. appear in gowns of the
same cut, eloth and color,

This Is the straw that breaks the camel's
back. Indescribable confusion ensues
Leverdler, jeuns, retires to her flat and has .
Httle dinner of her own. Soon In comes bef
husband. After a while old M. Leverdier rushed
in, and so on untll all the characters appesr. a8
they have each In turn deserted the mother-in-
law, In another scene Mme. Leverdier, having
gone to surprise her daughter-in-law at & téte-
A-tdte with n supposed lover, findy her own

| elderly husband on his knees before her bosol

| comedy

friend,

All this sounds very tame on paper, but the
Is composed with such a tho
knowledge of stage situations, and is written I8

| much sprightly language, accentuated by oris

ness of movement and action, that it ls cons
ered to be the most substantinl success that
the Odéon haa brought out for a num
YOArs, To R <
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JUDGE GROSSCUP GETTING BETTER.
Ashland, Ohio, May 18.—Judge Grosscup's (linesé
has been gastro-enteric fever, with indications that
It might induce typhold. This is wearing off, snd
the weakness Arising fram the effects of the fever
s what causes the physiclan the mest apprehets
ston. His temparature has fallen to 89 Owing
'1&" of the thers Waa cause
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